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SIMULATION USE ONLY

These materials are provided for 
discussion and use in online flight 

simulation on VATSIM. They are not 
suitable for real-world flight.



Objectives

ÅThe Oceanic Procedures ground school is designed to assist pilots in understanding the components and 
procedures behind conducting an oceanic flight. This includes both the phraseology as well as some of 
the underlying theories and concepts behind oceanic flight.

Tonight's session will:

ÅWalk through planning an oceanic flight

ÅProvide an overview of oceanic theory concepts

ÅReview transatlantic radio operations and ATC procedures

ÅPrepare pilots for an enjoyable Cross the Pond Westbound 2019 on March 30
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Planning an Oceanic Flight: Step 1

Simulating as if we are flying EGLL - KJFK as BAW179, a Boeing 777-200.

ÅRoutes ςFar different than standard IFR flights

ÅFollow standard IFR altitudes 

ÅUse a route-finder such as http://rfinder.asalink.net/free/
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http://rfinder.asalink.net/free/%C2%A0


North Atlantic Tracks (NATs)
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ÅEntry and exit waypoints remain the same

ÅA-Z: Named based on position

ÅTransatlantic flight routes from the northeast North America to western Europe

Å29,000 through 41,000 feet inclusive (RVSM)

ÅProvide a Minimum Time Route (MTR)

ÅReduced Lateral Separation Minima (RLAT) in effect as of Dec 2015
ÅReduces standard distance between NAT Tracks

ÅATC does NOT have radar coverage over area
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Planning an Oceanic Flight: Step 2
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ÅUse https://blackswan.ch/northatlantictracks to confirm NAT Track 

https://blackswan.ch/northatlantictracks


Filing the Flight Plan
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Charts
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ÅCharts for airspaces outside of the United States can be harder to find

ÅBVA maintains an (outdated) set of charts: www.bvartcc.com/charts

ÅRegister with Eurocontrol and you can get the latest, real-world charts for almost every 
country in Europe: http://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/

ÅLimited high-altitude oceanic charting available on SkyVector

ÅNavigraph now provides real-world airline charts for airports across the world

http://www.bvartcc.com/charts
http://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/


Obtaining Oceanic Clearance
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ÅCannot enter Oceanic airspace without clearance

ÅDifferent from IFR Clearance ςmade while 
in the air

ÅLǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ άƻŦŦ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅέ 
to obtain the oceanic clearance from the 
appropriate oceanic facility

ÅYou obtain oceanic clearance while still in 
domestic airspace

ÅClearance must be obtained at least 30 minutes 
prior to oceanic airspace entry



SELCAL (Selective Call)
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ÅHF Radio Frequencies

ÅFour-Letter Code

ÅTwo-Tone Signal

ÅNotifies Pilot that ATC wishes to contact them



Entering Oceanic Airspace
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ÅTold to contact Oceanic Control (i.e. Shanwick Radio)

ÅSquawk 2000

ÅRelay position reports ςpilots responsibility

ÅSELCAL only used when ATC needs to get in contact

ÅNotify ATC of delays

ÅNo time compression allowed



Leaving Oceanic Airspace
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ÅUpon leaving, all position reports stop

ÅNo cancellation necessary



Additional Resources
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ÅAirspeed to Mach Number Converter - http://www.kylesconverter.com/speed-or-
velocity/knots-to-mach-number

ÅWhat is SELCAL? - http://www.vatnz.net/pilots/pilot-faq/what-selcal/

ÅvPilot SELCAL Documentation - http://vpilot.metacraft.com/Documentation.aspx#selcal

ÅOceanic Position Report Tool - http://www.vatnz.net/pilots/oceanic-report-tool/

ÅTransatlantic Radio Operations Checksheet - https://vatsim-
ctp.s3.amazonaws.com/Transatlantic_Radio_Operations_Checksheet.pdf

ÅCross the Pond Website ςhttps://ctp.vatsim.net


